
 
 “Steel Magnolias” is one of the best offerings of drama from SVCT 
Play goes from comedy to tragedy with the delicate direction from co-directors Bill Tindall and 
Tiffany Goller 
 

 
By Camille Bounds 
Robert Harling’s magnificently 
written “Steel Magnolias” is a 
sentimental story that takes us 
to a beauty salon in Chinquapin, 
Louisiana where several women 
of the town meets to get their 
hair done, catch up on town 
gossip and bond. It covers light 
and dark moments that South 
Valley Civic Theatre’s production 
caught with wonderful acting 
from some of the most talented 
actresses in our region. I 
consider this play, which opened 
Nov. 15, their best offering of a 
drama I have seen so far from 
our local company. 
 
The play goes from comedy to tragedy with the delicate direction from co-directors Bill Tindall and Tiffany 
Goller (who also did the nicely designed sets).  It’s extraordinarily well cast with Adrianne Wilkinson who plays 
Truvy, the owner of the beauty shop, Marisa Lopes as confused Anneelle, Marion Pintello as the witty, sensitive 
Clairee, Becca Snook as a young, charming and daring Shellby, Myra Kaelin as M.Lynn, Shelby’s  caring mom. 
with Suzi Sellers as wild, Ouiser who keeps the moments she is on moving with a momentum that keeps 
attention. 
 
This company places a high bar in acting for this dramatic group. There will be  a lot of high reaching for future 
productions. Lighting designer Bridget Harnett and costumer Terri Miles bring the production to perfect well 
timed moment in their areas. 
 
SVCT’s “Steel Magnolias” is an excellent production with a creme de la creme cast and a story that can hold its 
own anywhere. If you enjoy extraordinarily excellent theater, catch “Steel Magnolias” at the Morgan Hill 
Community Playhouse. This show reveals how wonderful a night at our local theater can be. 
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 ‘Steel Magnolias’ a whirlwind of emotions  
 
https://southvalley.com/steel-magnolias-a-whirlwind-of-emotions/ 
by Susan Rife 
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Don’t be deceived by the light and fluffy interactions between a group of women who convene for haircuts and 
manicures at Truvy’s beauty salon in small-town Chinquapin, La. 
 
There are powerful emotions pulsing beneath the snipping of hair scissors, the hum of hair dryers and the 
painting of nail polish as the women exchange gossip, hide and then share their feelings, endure the slings and 
arrows of life, and celebrate and mourn together. 
 
South Valley Civic Theatre’s production of “Steel Magnolias,” Robert Harling’s 1987 tribute to a sister who died 
from complications of diabetes, took a few scenes to get into gear on opening night, but by the climactic close, 
the cast, well directed by Bill Tindall and Tiffany Goller, is firing on all cylinders. 
 
That is particularly true of Myra Kaelin as M’Lynn Eatenton, the doyenne of Chinquapin, whose relationship 
with her diabetic daughter Shelby (Becca Snook), forms the centerpiece of the play. Kaelin gives full rein to her 
maternal pain when Shelby, defying her doctor’s advice that she not become pregnant, loses her battle with 
the disease that has defined her life. 
 
M’Lynn’s agony is shared by her supportive circle at the salon, led by the vivacious Truvy (a sassy and delightful 
Adrianne Wilkinson), the former mayor’s wife Clairee (a solid and grounding Marion Pintello), crabby 
neighborhood eccentric Ouiser (a snappy and funny Suzi Sellers), and novice hairstylist Annelle (who undergoes 

https://southvalley.com/steel-magnolias-a-whirlwind-of-emotions/steel-magnolias-review/


a dramatic transformation from abandoned wife to party girl to born-again Christian), convincingly portrayed 
by Marisa Lopes. 
 
There’s a nice bit of undercurrent in the relationship between the overprotective M’Lynn and Shelby, who is 
eager to get out from under her mother’s supervision and truly grow up. The first act is set as the women 
prepare for Shelby’s wedding, and the tension between the mother and daughter is well executed by Kaelin 
and Snook, who might be a shade young for the role but captures a certain note of defiance in the set of her 
jaw. 
 
Directors Tindall and Goller also designed the set for the show, which takes place entirely within the confines of 
Truvy’s, a garage converted into a two-station salon. Overstuffed sofas and chairs give the room a sense of the 
kind of homey, comfortable ease where a group of friends spend time together. 
 
Terri Miles’ costumes are well suited to the show, from Truvy’s leopard-print pants and bedazzled jacket to the 
all-pink, all the time ensembles favored by Shelby (whose wedding colors are “bashful” and “blush”). 
 
“Steel Magnolias” continues through Dec. 7 at South Valley Civic Theatre in the Morgan Hill Community 
Playhouse, 17090 Monterey Road, Morgan Hill. Tickets range from $18 to $28. To purchase tickets, visit 
www.svct.org or call (408) 842-SHOW. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SVCT’s ‘Steel Magnolias’ brings six women together in tenderness 

By Marty Cheek  November 2nd, 2019  
https://morganhilllife.com/2019/11/02/svcts-steel-magnolias-brings-six-women-together-in-tenderness-2/  

Story is set in a beauty parlor in Louisiana town 

 

From left: Myra Kaelin (M’Lynn), Becca Snook (Shelby), Adrianne Wilkinson (Truvy), Marisa Lopes (Annelle), 
Marion Pintello (Clairee) and Suzi Sellers (Ouiser) rehearse for “Steel Magnolias.” – Photo by Marty Cheek 

 

Six women who are as delicate as magnolias but as tough as steel deal with love and loss in South Valley Civic 
Theatre’s comedy-drama “Steel Magnolias.” 
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Opening at the Morgan Hill Playhouse Nov. 15, the stage play by Robert Harling is based on his experience with 
his sister’s death and her relationship with a group of women who often met at a beauty part in a small 
Louisiana town in the 1980s. 

Tiffany Goller and Bill Tindall co-direct the show and Marianne Snook is the producer. The actresses are Marisa 
Lopes (Annelle Dupuy-Desoto), Marion Pintello (Clairee Belcher), Myra Kaelin (M’Lynn Eatenton), Suzi Sellers 
(Ouiser Boudreaux), Becca Snook (Shelby Eatenton-Latcherie), and Adrianne Wilkinson (Truvy Jones). 

The story focuses on Shelby and explores her relationship with her mother, M’Lynn, the local social leader. 

Truvy, runs the salon in her home and the four clients grow into good friends over the span of two years. 

“The women are very emotional and real,” Goller said. “There’s some 
comedy and we’ve been laughing and crying throughout the rehearsal 
process.” 

Her first time directing a play, Goller’s experiences working for 30 years as 
a hairdresser in a Morgan Hill salon helps her understand the characters 
and their personalities and problems. Women open up and share their 
secrets when they’re having their hair styled, she said. 

“I feel like I lived this show. This show is my life,” she said. “I feel like I know these women, and that’s why I 
wanted to produce this show  .  .  . Certain salons have the right chemistry and the right people and it just 
makes people comfortable to tell you stuff — good and bad. It’s a small town and you hear things and you build 
relationships.” 

Bill Tindall grew up in the Mississippi Delta. As a southerner who understands the unique culture depicted in 
the show, he gladly agreed to co-direct with Goller when Snook invited him. 

“I love the show. It’s the kind of thing I like in a play,” he said. “It’s meaty and dramatic. Great writing. I mean, a 
lot of the lines are iconic now because people know the movie.” 

“Steel Magnolias” is a fun show for women to come out as a group and have a girls’ night out with plenty of 
laughter and some tears in a tender story about the women’s relationships, Snook said. 

“It’s funny and it’s sad and we’re going to cry at the end. We’ll have lots of Kleenex out,” she said. “But up ’till 
then, there are so many funny, funny things because the people know each other very well. They support each 
other through the hard times, but they also rouse each other through the good times and have a great time 
with each other.” 

Truvy Jones creates a salon for the women to feel safe and reveal their true selves. Adrianne Wilkinson plays 
her as an eccentric and animated person who cares about people and keeps the repartee going. 

“She’s the heart of the show. She’s the one who brings everyone together,” she said. “She’s the one who 
always tries to change the subject if people are fighting. She wants to make sure that everyone has a good time 
in her salon. She loves gossip.” 

For many women, the play is a rite of passage. Wilkinson encourages mothers to bring their daughters and 
granddaughters to see the show because it will resonate with their own lives because the characters have so 
much emotion, she said. 



 

South Valley Civic Theatre’s ‘Steel Magnolias’ begins 
four-week run  

By Susan Rife  November 6, 2019 
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What rings true about “Steel Magnolias” is its familiarity. Anyone who’s lived in a small town, in the South, or 
had their hair done at a beauty shop will see themselves somehow in the story of the women who congregate 
at Truvy’s salon in small-town Louisiana for hairstyling, gossip and support through the good times and the bad. 

The 1987 play, written by Robert Harling, may be more familiar to audiences through its 1989 film version that 
starred Sally Field, Dolly Parton, Daryl Hannah and Julia Roberts. 

But the stage version that preceded the high-octane film was based on the playwright’s own life in 
Natchitoches, La., and his sister Susan’s death from diabetes. 

South Valley Civic Theatre’s production of “Steel Magnolias” opens Nov. 15 for a four-week run. Co-directed by 
Tiffany Goller and Bill Tindall, the show stars Myra Kaelin as M’Lynn, Becca Snook as her daughter Shelby, 
Adrianne Wilkinson as salon owner Truvy, Marion Pintello as Clairee, Suzi Sellers as Ouiser and Marisa Lopes as 
Annelle. 

Goller described the playwright as a “Southern genius” whose ability to craft recognizable characters is 
extraordinary. 
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“Everybody knows these characters,” said Goller, who’s been a hairdresser for 30 years. “I know these women. 
I’ve known them my whole life.” 

Her co-director grew up in the Mississippi Delta and recognizes the characters as well. But, he said, Harling 
“does not want these people to be caricatures. The story is very easy to take as a comedy. It can be kind of 
slapstick-y.” 

To head off that tendency, the directors started about two weeks ahead of the usual rehearsal schedule, 
building camaraderie among their cast, who range in age from mid-teens to senior citizens. 

“These are pretty heavy scenes,” Goller said. “You have to be really emotionally connected” to perform them 
effectively. 

Tindall said 25 women had auditioned for the six roles, and he and Goller tried out various combinations to see 
who best clicked together. 

The key role was that of Shelby, a young woman on the eve of marriage who is facing a serious health 
challenge. Seventeen-year-old Becca Snook plays Shelby, a character she sees as “just me in a different time 
period. She tries to bring as much happiness into the world as she can.” 

Adrianne Wilkinson plays Truvy, owner of the beauty shop and the glue that holds both her employees and 
customers together. 

“Truvy’s kind of the heart of the show,” Wilkinson said. “She’s the reason they’re all together. Also she’s a 
dreamer—a small-town girl with a big-city heart.” 

Wilkinson said she is finding it “really helpful to have a hairdresser for a director. I’ve gotten so into doing the 
hair I’ve forgotten lines.” 

Myra Kaelin plays Shelby’s mother, M’Lynn, and has drawn on the close friendship Snook has with Kaelin’s 
daughter Lucy, who has appeared in multiple SVCT productions. But the Shelby character is at a different life 
stage than Snook, which requires Kaelin to adjust her expectations for the stage relationship. 

“I try to be available and authentic and not try to force it,” Kaelin said. 

“Steel Magnolias” runs Nov. 15-Dec.7 at South Valley Civic Theatre, Morgan Hill Community Playhouse, 17090 
Monterey Road, Morgan Hill. Admission is $28, $25 seniors or $18 students. For tickets, call (408) 842-SHOW or 
visit www.svct.org. 

 


