THEATER

Back in the leehght

JOINING FORCES iJ.mei.l',E}H Maraging Divecior Eobin Bezanson ( from [efi), Gilroy Arts Alluance President Marianne Fichenbaum
and Limelight Evecufive Directar Peter Manded

South Valley
Civic Theatre
takes over
management
of theater
company,
presents first
show in spring
By SUSAN L. RIFE
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hen word start-

ed going arounid

last SUTTRITET

that Kevin

Heath was shut-
Hing dowm his 10-year resident the-
aver company at the Gilroy Cenver
for the Ares, the theatrical commu-
nity and andience ket out & collee-
tive gasp of dismay.

While theres no shoriage of
1.!I'lmTI'I|.lﬂ11-]|" theater o the South
Valley, Heath had carved ow a
gpecific miche of dghdy-focused
productions of family dramas and
comedics that used small casis
amd simple sows o great eifect
Heath built up a stable of solid,
refiable acvors from the area who
were as devoted o the craft as he
il was.

Heath's decision o retire as

executive director of the Gllroy
Arts Allkance and e resident the-
ater company and relocate with his
husband Alan Obata to the Sierra
foothills at the end of Movember
unleashed a wrrent of well-wishes
and wearful hugs from patrons.
But by the dme Limelights
fanal production, *The Halleh-
jah Girls;” opened in November,
Heath was thrilled o be announe-
ing froan the stage at ench perfonr-
manee that Limelight would con-

unue on, under the auspices of

South Valley Civic Theatre. It will
be called Limelight Presented by
SVCT in Gilrow.

“It was a very personal and cifec-
tive way o et the word oot said
Robin Bezganson, the new managing
direcior for Limelight. “The andi-
ence reaction was sheer delight”™

SV is a long-operating com-
munh}' LI CALCT OFEANEERLON Al
Wroenker s s2md sexson at ehe
Morgan Hill Community Play-
house. Its board of directors saw
an opporiunity in Gilroy

The mowve has two dimensions,
said Hexanson.

*When people in the theater
ciammanity heard Limelight was
shutting down, they were so sad,”
she said. “We were looking fior a
way to stop that They had a for-
muln that works. And at SVCT, we
only got the flexibility w do one
non-musical show a year,”

SVCTs  roswer  each  season
includes a childrens musical, a
wen  musical, owo  mainsiresm
family or adult musicals and one
straight stage play.

“The playhowse is a little oo big
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LIMELIGHT  PRESENTS

TIGERS BE STILL South Valley Civic Theatre's frst production s manager of Limetight i advertised
on the Gilroy Cenier for the Arts' marguer on Monrterey Sireet,

for a six-person show,” Bezanson
siidl. “5o for south Yalley o have
a second venue that is better sized
for mon-mugicals and comedies"
made sense for the organization.
The playhouse, in a renovated
church  bullding In  downLoewn
Morgan Hill, seats 172 in a wradi-
tional anditorium of stadinm seat-
ing and a prosceninm sugme.

By contrast, Limelight, in a
loose Dlack-box space carved out
of an old Salvation Army swre,
seais just 4. During Heath's wen-
ure, the audicnce members were
imvited wo order in or carry in din-
ner pienics, and were seated @t
lomg tables perpendicolar o the
stape, which was raised just a foot
above the main floor, or at bar-
height tables at the rear of the
seaiing area. A small bar ai the

back of the house sold wine and
soft drinks along with Killer rocky
road candy made by actress Kosa-
limd Farotte

In its mew iveration, Limelight
will extend the stage arca out into
i thrust formation, with the audi-
enc seaptd cabanet-style at small
tables on three sides of the action.

“This way you'll never be more
than two rows away from the
actors, sald Peter Mandel, execn-
tive director and liaison w SVCT.
Mandel has frequently appeared
on the SYCT stage and in other
regional productions as an actor.
Working in such dlose proximity to
the audience “is a different style of
acting, a much more realistic siyle
of acting,”

And while actors can be more
disirecied by the closeness of ithe

audience, “as a4 performer you
eideavor not wo be affected,” he
sadd.

“The actors like iv because tey
feel like theyre pushing their
acting skills a little bit brogder,”
Bezanson said.

And the organizagon has
acquired & special liquor Heense w
sprve beer, wine and & selection of
specialty cockiails, Kach show will
have & signawire drink.

In turn, Limelight directors
and actors will be able o tap inio
SVOTS enormous warchouse of
COSLOTES, Props and sets.

“We can scale it up,” Mandel
=nid.

Limelight's first show under the
new organizadon will be *Tigers
Be 5dll;” a comedy by Kim Rosen-
siock. Andrew Commings, who

TIGERS BE STILL
MARGH 20 - APRIL 11

holds a theater degree from U0
Berkeley and has dirccted mul-
tiple SVOCT shows, will direct
“Tigers Be Sull” will open March
20 for 10 performances. Also on
the calendar is “Ripeord,” a com-
edy by David Lindsay-Abaire, Aug,
14-Sept, 5, and “A Nice Family
Chrisumas” by Phil Olson Now,
25-Dee. 20,

“We made an intentional deci-
slon o figure out how o ran this
for a year, and then we'll assess,”
Mandel said.

Limnetiphi Presesceed biy Soaeth Fal-
dey Ol Thestre i Gifrony wild open
with “Tigers Be Sl Iy Kim Rosen-
stock Mizred 20-April 17 ot the Gilroy
Center fowr the Avis, 7241 Moslerey S5,
ke, For tiokeet drSrrmation, ol

Q202 % HIHYN

=



