The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time
From Best Selling Book to Award Winning Play

When Mark Haddon wrote The Curious Incident
of the Dog in the Night-Time in 2003, he did not
set out to write a book about a teenage boy

with Asperger's Syndrome, a form of Austism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Haddon said,

“The Curious Incident is not a book about
Asperger's... if anything it’s a novel about
difference, about being an outsider, about
seeing the world in a surprising and

revealing way."

Turning the best-selling novel into a play
has been called one of the most audacious
acts in the theater, a transformation that
not even the author thought possible. After
all, the hero is a 15-year-old boy with a limited range of emotional response,
yet the play needed to be staged in a way that engaged and evoked an
emotional response from an audience.

Haddon challenged his friend, Simon Stephens, to write a play based on this
“unstageable” novel. Stephens’ strategy included putting the book's events in
chronological order, transcribing all the direct speech, and using
Christopher's teacher, Siobhan, as the narrator.

Marianne Elliott, who directed the first production, added her creative
vision. “"We designed the set to be like his brain, a little bit," Elliott said, "He
loves maths and he loves science and he loves graph paper. So the set is
really four walls of graph paper, in its most basic form." Also, "I wanted a
sense of disorientation as well as a sense of the audience being inside of what
was going on in his head."

Elliott admitted that she and her creative team were working outside their
comfort zones. "We had absolutely no idea how it was going to go."

Clearly, Stephens® script and Elliott’s vision were enthusiastically embraced
by theater goers. The play premiered in London in 2012 and debuted on
Broadway in 2014. Its numerous awards include 7 Olivier Awards in 2013,
including Best New Play, and the 2015 Tony Award for Best Play. The play
has also been credited with increasing viewer understanding of difficulties an
individual on the spectrum may have with information overload, emotional
abstractions, and social relationships.




