Reaction of the Autism Community to
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time

Christopher’s dialog in the novel give readers a unique insight into how his
mind works, including when he is overwhelmed by sensory stimulation or
confused by social interaction. For example:

I got Siobhan to draw lots of these faces and then write down next to them
exactly what they meant, I kept the piece of paper in my pocket and took it
out when I didn’t understand what someone was saying. But it was very
difficult to decide which of the diagrams was most like the face they were
making because people’s faces move very quickly.

The book has become a bridge between people on the spectrum and others.
Parents have observed that the book helped them understand their child.
Teachers, physicians, school children and police officers use it as an aid in
identifying and interacting with people on the autism spectrum.

The biggest criticism from the autism community
has been that Christopher is painted with the “When you’ve met
broad brushstrokes of a stereotypical “Aspie”, a one person with
person with high functioning autism (Asperger’s).
Stereotypical traits include repetitive motions to ]
calm oneself ("stimming”), aversion to loud noises, one person with
exceptional math skills, and a dislike of being autism.”

touched. However, autism is a spectrum disorder, Temple Grandon
with the impact of autism varying greatly.

autism, you’ve met

While the play has received acolades, the autism community has
asked, “Why isn’t Christopher played by an actor with Asperger’s?”

To date, only one actor on the autism

b _ : spectrum, Mikey Rowe, has portrayed
) ¢ = = Christopher professionally. Rowe said that
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> + A 3 awards” but, “It reminded me that I am
1érén

*_An Autistic A ! to

ctor’s Journey t
coadway’s Biggest Stoge

not weird, or stupid, or bad, but just like
; Christopher, I am powerful, and I can do
¥ : whatever I want to do.... I read the book
: s and knew that I was not alone. I had a
Mickey Rowe y community. I had a people. I also knew
' that I needed to play this part.”




