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Jaime Walling, playing the role of Mowgli, center, talks with Jacob Garcia, playing the role of King Louie, 
 during dress rehearsals for Disney's the Jungle Book at the South Valley Civic Theater Tuesday night.  

With monkeys, snakes, vultures, a tiger and other jungle denizens, the South Valley Civic Theatre opens 
its 40th year of entertaining South County residents as a cast of 43 children puts on Disney's "Jungle 
Book." 

The musical is directed by Dave Leon, a longtime theater buff and SVCT member. 

"The cast is fantastic, we're all having a wonderful time with this show," he said. "I guarantee any 
audience member will get their money's worth. The children are going to be delighted, the parents will 
have the double joy of introducing their kids to Mowgli and the gang plus remembering the songs from 
when they saw the movie as kids." 

The curtain opened at 8 p.m. Friday, and runs weekends through Sept. 20. 

South Valley Civic Theatre, a nonprofit organization, started in Gilroy. Originally a nomadic group of 
theater lovers called The Gilroy Community Theatre, the organization produced two or three shows a 
year and performed in various venues in and around Gilroy. As it grew in popularity and drew new 



members in the 1980s the group decided to change the name to South Valley Civic Theatre in order to 
encourage participants in South County and beyond. 

Cast member Hannah Hudson, who plays an elephant, said this is not her first experience with SVCT. 

"I just really like acting," she said, "and this is a really fun show. I think people are going to like all the 
singing and dancing." 

The group typically puts on five plays a year, a children's production and a teen production, a large 
family musical and two adult plays. Membership is not necessary to audition for any of the 
productions, Leon said. 

"Anyone can show up and audition," he said. "If you are a member, the cast fee is reduced, but the 
auditions are open. When you consider all the family members involved in the productions, particularly 
with the larger casts of 60 or more, you have hundreds of people involved in the organization." 

Leon said though he has worked with teenagers before, during the SVCT's production of "High School 
Musical" last year, this is his first experience working with younger children. He is having fun, he said. 

"I was a little intimidated at first, thinking about working with 43 kids, but it has been great, they have 
been great," he said. "What is so wonderful about the children's productions is that it's a great way to 
make new friends and a great way for an otherwise shy kid to come out of their shell. Sometimes they 
show up at auditions really scared, and once they get the part and go through the process, they've got 
a little bit of confidence in them, it could be just the boost that they need." 

Leon, 34, said any opportunity for children to become involved in the arts is, in his opinion, a good 
thing. 

"We're not changing lives here, but if we can plant a seed for a child, that's great," he said. "With arts 
funding being cut in schools, this is another option for a child to stretch his or her creative wings. I am a 
product of arts education, it kept me out of trouble and gave me a lot, and now I have the opportunity 
to pass on to a younger generation." 

Involved with the SVCT since 2001, Leon has been an actor, a producer and now a director. 

"I had never done a show before, and I was a little worried about working with all the kids, but one 
thing I do know is that it has to be fun," he said. "If a kid does a show with a tyrant of a director yelling 
at everyone all the time, he's not going to come back. We want to keep them coming back, having 
fun." 

Many in the group have been involved for decades, he said, and in many cases, the group is a really 
family affair, with children acting or helping with the sets and mom and dad working with costumes, 
sets or just whatever needs to be done. 

The youngest cast member of "Jungle Book," 6-year-old Mary Foster, who plays the sixth and last coil 
on the snake Kaa's tail, describes the whole experience very succinctly. 

"It's just fun," she said. 

For tickets and more information on show times, visit the theater group's Web site at www.svct.org. 



 


