THEATER PREVIEW

FAMILY DYNAMICS “Mum's (roft’ runs Now oh-Diec. 8 ar Limelipht Actors Theater as Crlbrey Center for the Aris

Remembering mom

A complicated affair opens at Limelight zy susan L. ruve

hat Kewin
Heath, ou-pro-
dueer of Time-
light  Actors
Thester in Gil-
roy, calls a “three-dimensional com-
ety will eboss ol Lthe 2018 saason.

"Mom's GiHt" by Phil Olzon offers
realistic fiunily dynamics played for
comic effiect in a convoluted story
ahoul what happens when the fam-
ity matriarch shows up as & ghost
at her hushannds birthday party loss
than a wyear after her death. The
wizl: (nly her eldesi daughuer,
Kat, cam s or hesar har,

The cliarcters are pot Hoff, oot
couniic book characters” said Heath,
whao is directing the show open-
ing Mov. ih "So the acors have

somwahing to [nk their toeth into
A thie director, ton, for that matese”

“The thing | really like about the
show i the funily i= real” said Heath
It fther docsat get adong with
his eddisa dangher, who has heen
couri-ordered looome spend his birth-
day with hise The yoummgmer dauphter
worrks st Hooters, s she's sort of the
apple of Daddys eye, clearly the one
hels always dited on. And the older
disghter docso’t like that™

The: dynamies are comphcaded by
Kal'’s commvielion Lhad her mother's care-
gver, whom Dad has just announoed
ooz wanis b pary, wies also the dounk
driver whao kdlled Mo, and a nelgh
br whio heas & crush on Kal And, said
Heath, the seeond act oontains a phot
twist thiat oo oo will soc coming,

“In fact, when | ocesd the seeips
for Lhe first time, T actually gasped
out loud” he said.

The show’s cast icludes Choristy
Wait as Mom, Billy Tindall as Dead,
Denes Tewis as Kal, Angie Higgins
a5 Britiney, Myma Eaelin &= Thish and
Toam Shamrdl as Kevin, Half the cast
members are newenmers o Limelighe

Az oflen happens when Heath
is booking for for new shows to pro-
ducey, he stumbled acroess the i
for “Mom Gift” while searching for
someething else. “Thal’s an inlerest-
inygr pame, that's an interesting prem-
ise” he thought. “But bas this been
overdone, the whole ghost thing?

As it happens, the Tabard The-
atre inm %an Juse was mounting
a production of the show, which

Huath saw, Playwright Olson was
at the performance the night Heath
attended; the men siruck up a con-
wersation, and the show made i
ot this season'’s mester,

“People can identify with everyone
up thera?” aid Heath. T just fely that
these wene real people, real charscters
I e i chyaamite, strong crest et is
bringir these people o life amd oo-
oring the seripl thal Phil wroe This
shworwwill wrap np the season with a ot
of Taughs, s pot a tewr o oyour cye”

“Mom ift by Phil (izon. Now.
P-Dee. & ot Limeliphe Artors
Thester, Gilrogy Center fir the
Arts, Frad Monterey St Gilroy.
Thekets $25, 222 semiore. Call
O AFRA292 or visit Fnelighine
torsthenter.con.
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