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“Hallelujah Girls”

South Valley Civic Theatre will take over Limelight

By Camille Bounds

https://morganhilllife.com/2019/11/17/curtain-up-theater-review-by-camille-bounds-hallelujah-girls/

Limelight Presents The Holiday 2019 Show
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What do you get when six frustrated friends with wobbly marriages get together when a dear friends dies?
You get Hallelujah Girls for a fun-filled comedy that will keep you laughing for the two hours it plays.

Written by Jessie Jones, Nicholas Hope and Jamie Woolten who brings Limelight its final show as Kevin
Heath, artistic director, producer (and everything else) brings his marvelous abilities to an end in the South
Valley region. He and his partner, Alan Ibata, are moving to their new home in a small town in the Sierra
Foothills.

For their 43rd and final fling they got their old diehards and gathered them together in this ongoing
comedy. We can find Denee Lewis, Jo Anna Evens, Valerie Vanni, Christy Watt, Heather Bass and Robin
Harris keeping things moving as they renovate an old abandoned church into an updated spa.

We will miss Kevin and Alan. But as they say, “All good things must came to an end.” Wish it wasn’t so in
this case. They and their productions will be missed. The good news, however, is that Kevin announced
South Valley Civic Theatre (which has its home at the Morgan Hill Community Playhouse) will be producing
plays at the Limelight location at the Gilroy Arts Center.
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Limelight gives founder a fond farewell with comedy show

https://morganhilllife.com/2019/11/08/limelight-gives-founder-a-fond-fare-well-with-comedy-show/

After nearly a decade and more than 40 shows, Kevin Heath will start a new chapter

Photo by Marty Cheek
Kevin Heath poses in front of the stage at Limelight Actors Theater in Gilroy.

By Marty Cheek

During the past decade, actor and director Kevin Heath played a significant role in building the arts and
entertainment scene in South Valley. He'll take his final bow Dec. 1 at the end of the run of Gilroy’s
Limelight Actors Theater’s “The Hallelujah Girls.”

About a year and a half ago, Heath and his husband, Alan Obata, bought a fixer-upper in the Gold Country
town of Twain Harte in Tuolumne County. After major remodeling, the house is now ready for them to
move into. It’s a difficult decision for the couple to leave Gilroy, but the time is right. Heath, at 54, hopes to



enjoy a semi-retirement, perhaps finding a new role working with theater companies in the region. Obata
will continue working in the South Valley region as a real estate agent, commuting here from his new home.

“I'll end up doing something up there. It’s a tiny community and it makes Gilroy look like New York City. It’s
a different way of life,” Heath said of the Sierra Mountains community of 2,226 people.

Photo courtesy Limelight Actors Theater
Performers rehearse for “The Hallelujah Girls,” Limelight Actors Theater’s final show with Heath at the
helm. The entire show is sold out.

He started his journey in promoting South Valley’s creative arts endeavors by joining the board of directors
of the Gilroy Arts Alliance in July 2010. On Jan. 21, 2011, he launched the first Limelight show, “The
Outrageous Adventures of Sheldon and Mrs. Levine.” Starting at the beginning of 2013, he has managed the
Gilroy Arts Center, which serves as the home of a cabaret-style theater stage for Limelight. During the
years, he has worked with local artists, photographers and actors to transform the former Salvation Army
Thrift Store site in downtown into a place to promote the visual and performing arts.

After he announced he was leaving Gilroy, he received many words of kindness from local people
expressing gratitude for what he has done for local art scene. He appreciates the sentiment but emphasizes
he feels confident a new leader will come along to fill the job of managing the center.



At the opening night of “The Hallelujah Girls,” he announced that South Valley Civic Theatre would be
taking over the operations of Limelight, building on what Heath and his team have created. Limelight
evolved to provide audiences with more daring theater material, bringing them comedies and musicals
hardly seen in more traditional community theater venues.

“I feel like I've built Limelight into a different version of the theater than what was here in Gilroy for
decades. | felt like we were sort of the new generation that came in,” Heath said. “And now we’re more like
the norm, which couldn’t be more of a compliment. As far as the center goes, I'm really proud of what I've
done.”

When the Gilroy Arts Center started, the board realized the
site would not get much foot traffic of people coming in to
see the paintings, photographs and other works of visual
arts. A live theater aspect was discussed to bring people to
see shows and other performances. Some of the SVCT
members discussed creating a stage in the center.

“They turned toward me and asked, “Kevin, can you put on
a play? And I said, ‘Uh, sure, I'll put on a play,”” he recalls.
“I' had directed before and | had acted in some plays, and |
thought, I'll bring some friends along and we’ll make it simple and put on a show. Theater sells here.
Between Morgan Hill and Gilroy, theater is popular.”

The more intimate venue brings the audience close to the stage. They can even bring dinner and a bottle of
wine. Limelight’s reputation for quality theater and taking risks helped it build a following among theater
fans. One show even was nominated for a prestigious award in 2018.

“We’re the only theater in South County that’s ever been recognized by a San Francisco theater
organization,” he said. “It’s called TBA. Theater Bay Area. And we were nominated for four awards for our
musical ‘The Last Five Years.”

He recalled going to the gala awards show and feeling proud to be honored in the same category of
Outstanding Production of a Musical as prestigious theaters such as Berkeley Repertory Theatre and San
Jose Stage Company.

“To get nominated was a huge deal,” Heath said. We're this little tiny theater and we got nominated with
the big guys in San Francisco.”

Limelight has produced 43 shows, entertaining crowds with fine performances. Last year, more than 6,000
people visited the center, most for the shows.

Born in upstate New York, Health started his career in Connecticut after he graduated from college, putting
to use his human resources skills.

After living in San Francisco in his mid-30s, he moved to Gilroy and has made it his home for more than 20
years. He made a lot of friends here. Heath and Obata plan to return to the Garlic City community for visits
of friends and family — and, of course, to see shows at the Limelight Actors Theater.

“There’s a point in my life where you ask yourself, ‘What is my legacy going to be?’” he said. “And pretty
much this center and Limelight is it for me. This is my legacy that | leave.”



