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Enterprises, Daryl Roth and Stuart Thompson on October 24, 2000.

Proof is presented by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York “

South Valley Civic Theatre
presents

       by David Auburn

2001 Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Drama 
and the Tony Award for Best Play



Community non-profit theater groups typically perform two to three shows 
a year, usually sticking to a single genre, such as big crowd-pleasing musicals 
or small comedies. South Valley Civic Theatre’s five show season provides us 
with the flexibility to include a compelling drama in the mix. Proof, by David 
Auburn, is such a masterful play that we wanted to bring it to our South Valley 
community. While a “small” play with only four actors,  the power of  the play 
derives from the way the actors--enhanced with the design elements you’ll see 
in the lighting, projections, and set--present significant messages.   

You might presume that a show called “Proof ” is somehow about math; in fact 
it has very little to do with mathematics. Proof is about relationships: between 
father and daughter, between sisters, and between children and their aging 
parents. It also touches on how workplace relationships can collide with per-
sonal ones. These relationships and the challenges they present are universal. 
The show uses mathematics as a subtext to discuss fundamental issues of  the 
human condition. The intimacy of  a small cast of  four, often with only two 
actors on stage, emphasizes the play’s depth and focus on the relationships of  
the characters.  

Proof  won both the 2001 Tony Award for Best Play and a Pulitzer Prize. It ran 
on Broadway for over 900 performances, a tremendous success for a drama. 
The original cast featured Mary Louise Parker and Ben Shenkman; later in 
the run the cast included Anne Heche, Neil Patrick Harris, and Jennifer Jason 
Leigh.  The play’s caliber attracts the finest actors, both on Broadway and in 
local productions such as ours.   

David Auburn, the play’s author, wrote, “... in any human situation there is 
the potential for humor and pathos, both. I like stories that surprise you with 
sudden shifts of  mood or tone, so that as an audience member you never quite 
settle into complacency ...”  Our production of  Proof will provide you with a 
stimulating evening of  humor and pathos .. and much to think about in the 
days to follow.  

Next up: Our  holiday musical production of  Little Women, combining the 
classic story by Louisa May Alcott with a soaring, exciting musical score, opens 
November 21. You will want to include it in your family’s holiday plans.    

Enjoy the show and please consider becoming a part of  our theatrical 
family. Join us on stage, backstage, or as members. Help us continue our 45 
year tradition of  quality theater.

Peter Mandel						    
President, South Valley Civic Theatre 



Setting

The back porch of a house in Chicago

ACT I
 

Scene 1
Late night 

Scene 2 
The next morning

Scene 3
Night, gathering after funeral

Scene 4
The next morning

--- intermission ---

ACT II 
Scene 1

September afternoon, 4 years earlier

Scene 2
Continue Act I, Scene 4, morning

Scene 3
The next day

Scene 4
Winter, about 3 1/2 years earlier

Scene 5
A week after events of Act 1I, Scene 3, present day.



Cast

Robert ........................................................................................  Doug Doughty 

Catherine ......................................................................................  Angie Higgins

Hal .......................................................................................  Andrew Cummings 

Claire ..........................................................................  Denee Lewis Bohnsack

Understudy for Claire (Oct 10-11) .............................  Adrianne Wilkinson

 

Staff

Producers.....................................................Joy Reynolds & Tracy van Gundy

Director............................................................................................Cindy Powell

Set Designer.........................................................................Andrew Cummings

Lighting Designer......................................................................Nate Cummings 

Sound Designer.........................................................................Aaron Weisberg 

Costume Designer.....................................................................Michelle Griffin

Props Mistress.............................................................................Kathy Doughty

Stage Manager....................................................................................Cara Kaiser

Master Carpenters.....................................Wayne van Gundy & Rich Kaiser

Media Relations.................................................................................Scott Lynch

Set construction

 Tom Shamrell, Bob Baker, Rob Christopher, Patty Hannon, 

Sydney Bohnsack, Peter Mandel, Kris Snook, Sarah van Gundy, 

Jessica Damron, Ken Powell, Scott Lynch





Cast Biographies

Doug Doughty (Robert)

Proof  is Doug’s eighth show with SVCT.  As a f@&$-ing 
physicist in real life, exploring this role has been moving to 
say the least. He has published some scientific papers and 
invented some things, but struggles with imagining what it 
must be like to operate at those stratospheric levels where 
truly new ideas arise. Thanks to this staff  and cast for giving 
him the opportunity to try a bit harder to imagine. And lest 
he forget, much love to the lovely props-mistress and his two 
daughters (who never, ever argued like Claire and Catherine). 

Angie Higgins (Catherine)

Angie is thrilled to be making her SVCT debut with such 
a wonderful cast and crew! Most recently Angie was seen 
in the role of  Rosencrantz in Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are 
Dead at Broadway West Theatre Company. Other favorite 
roles include Helena in A Midsummer Night’s Dream and the 
1st Witch in Macbeth at Shady Shakespeare, The Governess 
in Turn of  the Screw and Lady Caroline in Enchanted April at 
Christmas Past in A Christmas Carol and Amanda in Private 
Lives at Northside Theatre. During the day, Angie can be found utilizing 
her MA in Theatre Arts Education teaching drama and dance. If  you like 
surfing the web, check out Angie’s upcoming projects at www.angiehiggins.
com! She’d like to thank everyone at SVCT for being so welcoming to the 
new girl and would like to dedicate this performance to the memory of  her 
loving father, Charles Higgins.            

Andrew Cummings (Hal)
 

Andrew is a graduate of  the Berkeley department of  The-
ater and Performance Studies and works professionally in 
the Bay Area as a director and designer. He recently joined 
the Live Oak High School teaching staff, where he also 
serves as director of  the theater program. He is thankful to 
SVCT and Live Oak High School for giving him his start, 
and returns as often as possible. Thanks to Christy and his 
family! Upcoming: Metamorphoses (LOHS), Little Women 
(SVCT). www.andrew-cummings.com



Denee Lewis Bohnsack (Claire)

Denee is excited to return to the SVCT stage for this 
production of  Proof. Other SVCT credits include Doris in 
Miracle on 34th Street and Janet in Out of  Order. Denee has 
worked as an actress in the area for many years. Her most 
recent credits include Sis in Queen of  Bingo at Northside 
Theatre Company, Truvy in Steel Magnolias at Limelight 
Actors Theater, Val in Looking, and Pamela in Fox on the  
Fairway at Pintello Comedy Theater. Other favorite roles 
include Whitney in Piece of  My Heart, and Rosalind in As 
You Like It at San Jose City College. 

Denee would like to thank her family, especially her husband, for all their 
love, support and patients. She would also like to wish her youngest daugh-
ter the best of  luck as she tumbles her way through her first gymnastics 
competition season. She is also very proud of  her oldest daughter who has 
been scoring her way through her soccer season.  It’s a busy time of  year 
for her talented family and she loves every minute of  it. 

Adrianne Wilkinson (Claire understudy)

Adrianne Wilkinson is happy to be making her debut with 
SVCT. After a seven year hiatus, she is thrilled to be back 
on stage. A resident of  Morgan Hill, Adrianne has per-
formed throughout the Bay Area. Her favorite role to date  
was Annie in San Jose Repertory Theatre’s Over the Tavern. 
She has also performed with San Jose Stage Company, 
Tabard Theatre, Renegade Theatre Experiment, and San-
ta Clara University (where she received her BA in theater). 
She completed graduate studies at NYU in educational 
theater where she had an opportunity to work with The Globe Theatre, 
London and The Abbey Theatre, Dublin. In addition to performing, she 
has also directed children’s musicals for the City of  Gilroy. She made her 
small screen debut last fall and can be seen as a diner customer in the sea-
son finale of  HBO’s Looking. By day, Adrianne can be found working with a 
different kind of  “star” as an education specialist at NASA. She would like 
to dedicate this performance to her mom and dad who always are there for 
her no matter what!



Staff 
Cindy Powell - Director 

This is Cindy’s second project with SVCT, directly 
following City of  Angels, where she appeared onstage 
as Oolie/Donna. It has been a privilege to work 
with such a talented cast, and such fabulous 
producers. The thoughtfulness and warmth in this 
show comes straight from this team and everyone 
else who’s helped to tell this story. Thank you.

                                         Producers

Tracy van Gundy               Joy Reynolds     
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Peter Mandel

President

Rob Christopher
Past President

Tracy Van Gundy
VP  Box Office

Scott Lynch
VP  Publicity

Robert Barham
Secretary

Marianne Snook
Treasurer

Kel Whisner
VP Membership

Sandra Andrada

Joyce Bedard

Joseph Biafore

Gerry Blanchard

Elizabeth Calisi 

Greg Colbert

Janell Cummings 

Pam Drayton

Tiffaney Goller

Megan Griffin

Patricia Hannon

Myra Kaelin

Bruce Pember

Roberta Vinkhuyzen



South Valley Civic Theatre Members

Benefactor
Jake Anderson      Mary Beth & Jeff  Anderson      Martin Baccaglio

Don & Karen Christopher      Robert & Ginny Christopher
Wayne & Beth Dewey      Richard & Diana Kaiser

Sponsor
   Barham family     Galloway family    Bill & Ruby Hart     Kevin Heath & Alan Obata    

Jill & Kevin Kirk      Scott Lynch      Phil & Jeannie McGinnis

Patron
Glynis Grabb    Janet Espinosa    Johanna Gil    Mandel family    Bruce & Ann Pember   

Barbara & Chuck Smith    Larry & Patti Warren     Kel & Vici Whisner

Family
Lauren Anderson   Barnes family    Steve Beck   Bedard family   Benitez family   

Bezanson family   Joseph Biafore Jr.   Borgia family   Theresa Bradshaw   
Ross Bryan   Calisi family   Carrillo family   Colbert family   Jon Cross   

Cummings family   Doughty family   Drayton family   Evans family   
Matt & Chris Eves   John & Susan Fletcher   Foster family   Foster family   

Rebecca & Javier Garcia   Goller family   Gomes family   Scott & Leah Gregg   
Griffin family   Harvey & June Hammer   Dave & Maureen Haney   

Steve & Amelia Hatcher   Dennis Heinz   Bill & Kris Heiser   Hernandez family   
Rob & Tina Ingenthron   Kaelin family   Trish & Eve Keder   Janie & Roger Knopf

Kogan family   Jonathan & Jan Lance   Lasky family   Earl & Janie Liebich   
Lincoln family   Linda & David Matuszak   David & Jeannie McCoy   McElroy family   
Nancy & Hank Miller   Miller family   Prashast Mishra   Kathy Nellis   Owens family   

Cambria Pace   James Pearson    Anna Perez-Villafranca   Quijano family   
John & Carolyn Robinson   Schriefer family   Tom & Teri Shipe   

Babette & Jake Smith   Snook/Hurtado family   Mike & Terry Sodergren   
Renee Erkson & Susan Yamashita   John & Rose Tom   Mary Trimble   

Vinkhuyzen family   Jeff  & Amy Wagner   Walling family   Paul & Christine Wheeler   
James & Roxanne Woodmansee   Anne & Jian Zhang

Individual
Sandra Aranda   Robert Brown   Christopher Davis   Rosalind Farotte   Richard Flynn   

Alexandra Hannon   Patricia Hannon   Carol Harris   Jenna Hernandez   
Bob Jacobson   Kaya Jones   Valarie Martin   Sierra McKenna   Danelle Moore   

Vicki Murray   Michael O. Shay   Trudy Parks   Ken Powell   John Rachuy   
Rebecca Reynolds   Judy Schuster   Charlotte Self    Shelby Shutt   Chris Souza   

Laura Spyropoulos   Theresa Stephenson   Bill Tindall   Kathy Tom   Larry Tom   
Tracy van Gundy   Amanda & Austin Vandecovering   Denise Weyl   Marian Wolf  



Special Thanks 
South Valley Civic Theatre is a not-for-profit organization 
run by dedicated volunteers and funded by ticket sales, 
memberships, and generous sponsors and advertisers. 

Their combined contributions of money, talent, and time 
bring great theater to the South Valley. We thank them all.  

But mostly we thank you, our audience!

Joy Reynolds & Tracy van Gundy, Producers

Martin Baccaglio for making warehouse space available ~ affordably.

New SV Media (The Gilroy Dispatch & The Morgan Hill Times)

Out & About Magazine, Morgan Hill Today,  & Morgan Hill Life



The Tradition of the Gypsy Robe

Each SVCT production awards the “Gypsy Robe” to a chorus 
member who has made special contributions of time and ener-
gy towards the good of the show. The robe is presented to the 
recipient on opening night; the cast member puts on the robe 
and blesses the stage before the performance. It is then the 
duty of the recipient to affix to the robe a patch that signifies 
the show.  The Gypsy Robe is then returned closing night to 
perform its duty for another show and carry on the tradition.

The producers of Proof are pleased
to present the Gypsy Robe to:

Doug Doughty

 

Pintello Comedy Theater 
proudly presents 

 
 

by Norm Foster 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 




