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A Message Fom SVCT’s President

In selecting a show for the holidays, we 
wanted both a musical and a classic story 
that would appeal to all audiences. Little 
Women provided us with the perfect choice, a 
heartwarming book updated as a Broadway 
musical with a beautiful, compelling score.     

Little Women, The Musical, is based on Louisa May Alcott’s beloved 1868 
novel.  It is a fictionalized account of  the author’s young life, as the four 
sisters of  the March family come of  age while their father is away with 
the Union Army during the U.S. Civil War. The story centers around Jo 
March, a free-spirited, intelligent, and caring young woman. Jo is por-
trayed as an independent individual, in contrast to the Victorian stereo-
type that was common in children’s fiction of  the late 1800s.  Jo does not 
try to change society; however, because her character was admired by 
young readers, she changed how others believed a young woman should 
dream and behave.

Alcott wrote the story in 1868, just three years after the Civil War ended.  
She had doubts about the book, and both she and her publisher thought 
it might seem dull. However, the publisher showed the first dozen chap-
ters to his niece and she enjoyed them and wanted to read more. The 
completed manuscript was subsequently shown to several other girls who 
agreed that it was “splendid.” It has been a classic of  American literature 
ever since, including several movie adaptations (featuring stars such as 
Katherine Hepburn, Elizabeth Taylor, and Winona Ryder), and finally 
this wonderful musical that ran on Broadway to great acclaim.      

Next, look for our teen production of  the story Shrek. All the fun of  the 
movie, plus some wonderful songs, promise this will be a favorite for the 
whole family.  Opening night is February 20.     

Enjoy the show and please consider joining our theatrical family. Join us 
on stage, backstage, or as members. Help us continue our 45 year 
tradition of  quality theater.  

Peter Mandel						    
President, South Valley Civic Theatre 





ACT I
Scene One	 Summer 1865, Mrs. Kirk’s boarding House
			   “An Operatic Tragedy”
			   “Better”
		  Christmas 1863, the March family attic
			   “Our Finest Dreams”
			   “Here Alone”

Scene Two 	 Early Winter 1864, Aunt March’s house
			   “Could You”

Scene Three 	 Winter, 1864, the March Parlor
			   “I’d Be Delighted”
		  Annie Moffat’s ball
			   “Take a Chance on Me”
			   “Better’ (reprise)

Scene Four	 Late Winter 1864, March family parlor
			   “Off to Massachusetts”
			   “Five Forever”

Scene Five 	 Early Spring, 1865, outside of March house
			   “More Than I Am”

Scene Six	 Late Spring 1865, the attic
			   “Take A Chance On Me” (Reprise)
			   “Astonishing”

INTERMISSION



ACT II
Scene One 	 Early Summer, 1866, Mrs. Kirk’s boarding house
			   “The Weekly Volcano Press”

Scene Two	  Summer 1866, March family parlor
			   “Off to Massachusetts” (Reprise)
		  Late Summer 1866, Mrs. Kirk’s boarding house
			   “How I Am”

Scene Three 	 Fall 1866, Falmouth, Cape Cod
			   “Some Things Are Meant To Be”

Scene Four 	 Winter 1867, the March parlor
			   “The Most Amazing Thing”
			   “Days of Plenty”
			   “The Fire Within Me”

Scene Five 	 Spring 1867, outside the March house
			   “Small Umbrella In The Rain”
			   “Sometimes When You Dream”

Special Thanks 
South Valley Civic Theatre is a not-for-profit organization run by dedicated volunteers 

and funded by ticket sales, memberships, and generous sponsors and advertisers. Their 

combined contributions of money, talent, and time bring great theater to the South 

Valley. We thank them all.  But mostly we thank you, our audience!

Peter Mandel, Producer

New SV Media (The Gilroy Dispatch & The Morgan Hill Times),
Out & About Magazine, Morgan Hill Today & Morgan Hill Life 

for giving our shows special consideration in their publications.

Martin Baccaglio for making warehouse space available ~ affordably.

James Hannon for the loan of a Civil War uniform.

Bill Klipstine for the loan of fencing epees.

California Music Company for the loan of a baby grand piano.

Paradise Christmas Tree Farm for the Christmas trees.



Cast

Marmee .................................................................................  Suzanne Guzzetta

Meg March, Clarissa .......................................................................Jessie Henry

Jo March .....................................................................................  Christy Wright

Beth March, Rodrigo II..............................................................Danielle Moore

Amy March, Troll ................................................................  Alexandra Hannon

Aunt March, Mrs. Kirk..................................................................Ariane Borgia

Laurie Laurence, Rodrigo I...........................................................Gerado Leon

Mr. John Brooke.................................................................................. Jason Eves

Mr. Laurence, Knight..........................................................................Bob Brown

Professor Bhaer................................................................................Mark Blattel  

Orchestra

Carol Harris  .................... Conductor

Chris Eves ...........................  Keyboard

Violin ............ Beverley Olivier Blount

Rebecca Bishop ............. French Horn

Mark Bishop ..........................  Trumpet

Tim Duffy ........................... Percussion

Brandi Rubino ............................ Reeds

Deborah Andrus .......................... Flute

 Adam Martinez ............................ Bass

Don Larson ................................... Bass

Larry Muller (sub) ........ French Horn

Katie Murphy (sub) ............... Trumpet



Staff

Producer...........................................................................................Peter Mandel

Director.................................................................................Andrew Cummings

Musical & Vocal Director................................................................Carol Harris

Choreographer...........................................................................Jessica Damron

Set Designer.........................................................................Andrew Cummings

Costume Designer....................................................................Patricia Hannon

Lighting Designer..................................................................Nathan Cummings 

Sound Designer.........................................................................Nichole Murphy

Properties.............................................................Barbara Smith & Lori Foster

Stage Managers.................................................Cara Kaiser  & Bruce Pember 

Master Carpenter.....................................................................Gerry Blanchard

Seamstresses........................................................Patricia Hannon, Kathy Tom.

Elizabeth Mandel, Suzanne Guzzetta & Chris Eves

House Managers...........................................Ann Pember  & Rebecca Garcia 

Program Designer....................................................................Elizabeth Mandel

Lobby Designer................................................................................Joy Reynolds

Cast Photographer..................................................................Elizabeth Mandel

Sound Operators.......Nathan Cummings, Nichole Murphy, Dennis Heinz

Lighting Operator......................................................................Kevin Patterson



Cast Biographies

Mark Blattel - Professor Bhaer

Mark frequently performs with Lyric Theatre and The 
Lamplighters, mostly in operettas, but with occasional for-
ays into musical theater. Previously seen at SVCT as a Wolf  
(Into the Woods) and Lion (Wizard of  Oz), it seems appropriate 
that he is now playing Professor Bhaer. He was also Barfée 
in Putnam County Spelling Bee. Elsewhere, he has appeared as 
Archie (The Secret Garden), The King (Cinderella), Mr. Snow 
(Carousel)  and Charlie (Brigadoon). He is a video game 
programmer by profession.

Ariane Borgia - Aunt March, Mrs. Kirk

Ariane is excited to be back on stage with SVCT, especial-
ly in this production of  Little Women. She has thoroughly 
enjoyed working with this very talented cast and crew. 
Ariane has been involved in community theater since she 
was a teenager, both on stage and off, and has loved every 
minute of  it! The last time she was on stage was at Pin-
tello Comedy Theater, playing the role of  Chris Gorman 
in Rumors. Ariane thanks her wonderful husband and children for their love 
and support. She hopes you enjoy this show!

Bob Brown - Mr. Laurence, Knight
 

Bob is happy to be back with SVCT for the second time, 
appearing last year as Judge Harper in Miracle on 34th 
Street. He teaches accounting full-time at Evergreen Valley 
College in San Jose and got the acting bug about 5 years 
ago, taking acting classes at Gavilan College. His favor-
ite role was Harry McAfee in Bye Bye Birdie at Gavilan in 
2013, and he also appeared as Senex in the 2011 Gavilan 
production of  Forum. Other roles included Society Max in the South Bay 
Musical Theatre production of  Guys and Dolls and Mr. Kirby in You Can’t 
Take it With You at West Valley College. He thanks his wife Karen for her 
patience with the informal rehearsals at home.  



Jason Eves - Mr. John Brooke

Jason is happy to be singing and acting again with SVCT. 
He last played Motel in Fiddler on the Roof. Jason is a 
gymnast, a singer, a musician, and a student of  all things 
esoterically unprovable. Jason has been onstage, in the pit 
playing trumpet, and worked tech. He eventually wants to 
study astrophysics and discover the mysteries universe. He 
would also like to be the very best, that no one ever was.

Suzanne Guzzetta - Marmee March, Hag

Suzanne is pleased to be returning to the South Valley 
Civic Theatre stage. Previously, she was seen as Nancy 
in Oliver!, the dual roles of  Gabby/Bobbi in City of  An-
gels, and prior to that frequented the operetta stage with 
Lyric Theatre of  San Jose, Free Range Opera, and other 
local companies. Some of  her credits include Ruddigore 
(Rose Maybud), Trial by Jury (Angelina), Pirates of  Penzance 
(Edith), and Irene (Helen Cheston). Suzanne would like to 
thank her husband, her family, and friends for all their support.



Cast Biographies (Continued)
Alexandra Hannon - Amy March, Troll

Alexandra is 16 years old and a junior at Oak Grove 
High School. She has been doing theater for as long as 
she can remember and it’s one of  her favorite things to 
do. Most recently she was seen as Amber Von Tussle in 
Hairspray and a Delta Nu in Legally Blonde. In her free 
time she enjoys dancing and is active in a community 
service organization IORG. This show is definitely one 
of  her favorites. She has made some great friends and amazing memories. 
She would like to thank the production staff  and the cast for making this 
fantastic show possible.

Jessie Henry - Meg March, Clarissa

Jessie loves musical theater and is very excited to be 
performing in SVCT’s Little Women. It has been eight 
years since her last musical theater show, Oklahoma!, in 
which she played Aunt Eller. Other roles that she has 
performed include, Golde (Fiddler on the Roof) and Violet 
(It’s A Wonderful Life).  She hopes the audience enjoys the 
show as much as she has enjoyed working with the cast 
and crew.

Special price offer to Little Women patrons
for the Baby Grand Piano you see on stage.

Contact producer Peter Mandel, (408) 427-7062



Gerardo Leon - Laurie Laurence, Rodrigo I

Gerardo, 18, is from Gilroy. This is his third show with 
SVCT and overall. He enjoys coffee, tea, friends and 
video games. Currently attending Gavilan College, Ge-
rardo plans on getting a degree in business with the hope 
of  running a successful company of  his own. He loves to 
meet new people, so introduce yourself ! 

Danielle Moore - Beth March, Rodrigo II

Danielle is an 18 year old student at Gavilan College. 
This is her 22nd show, and her 11th with SVCT. Her 
favorite roles include Ariel in The Little Mermaid, Vivviane 
in Legally Blonde, and currently Beth in this wonderful 
production of  Little Women! She plans on continuing to 
pursue her passion of  theatre, along with a degree in El-
ementary Education, when she transfers to UCSC. She 
hopes you enjoy the show! 

Christy Wright - Jo March

Christy majored in psychology and theatre at San Jose 
State University and her favorite place to be is onstage! 
She is “astonishingly” excited to be in Little Women and 
thanks you all for coming and supporting the arts! Some 
of  her favorite roles include Mrs. Lovett in Sweeney Todd, 
Logainne Shwartzandgrubenierre in 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee, Susan in Once in a Lifetime, and Lady of
the Lake in Spamalot. She would like to thank Sam and the Starbucks gang

for supporting her and letting her 
have nights off  for rehearsals, Jessie 
for doing this show with her and 
being so freaking amazing, Shelby, 
Jamie, Alex, Gerri, Laura, Stacey, 
Jon, and Mom for always being so 
encouraging, Mark and Gerardo 
for being her fantastic kissing 
companions, Andrew for being the 
best friend and director anyone 
could ask for, and the “Four March 
Sisters, Forever!”
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Peter Mandel

President

Rob Christopher
Past President

Tracy Van Gundy
VP  Box Office

Scott Lynch
VP  Publicity

Robert Barham
Secretary

Marianne Snook
Treasurer

Kel Whisner
VP Membership

Sandra Andrada

Joyce Bedard

Joseph Biafore

Gerry Blanchard

Elizabeth Calisi 

Greg Colbert

Janell Cummings 

Pam Drayton

Tiffaney Goller

Megan Griffin

Patricia Hannon

Myra Kaelin

Bruce Pember

Roberta Vinkhuyzen



Staff Biographies

Peter Mandel - Producer

Peter is delighted to be producing Little Women. It’s a joy to 
bring this classic story and beautiful score to our community 
for the holidays. Peter is currently performing in The Affec-
tions of  May at Pintello Comedy Theater, and he last per-
formed in SVCT’s production of  Miracle on 34th Street. Past 
performances include 1776 (John Adams), Guys and Dolls 
(Nathan Detroit), Into the Woods (Narrator), Gypsy (Herbie), 
Sylvia (Tom/Phyllis/Leslie), Damn Yankees (Joe Boyd), 1940’s
Radio Hour (Neil Tildon), Noises Off (Freddy), The Goodbye Girl (Mark) and Christ-
mas Belles (Dub) among many wonderful roles with various theater groups in 
the area. Working with this talented cast, and dedicated staff  has made this 
production a great treat.  

Andrew Cummings - Director

Andrew is a graduate of  the Berkeley department of  
Theater and Performance Studies and works professional-
ly in the Bay Area as a director and designer. He recently 
joined the Live Oak High School teaching staff, where he 
also serves as director of  the theater program. Thanks to 
Christy and his family! Upcoming: Little Shop of  Horrors 
(LOHS). www.andrew-cummings.com



Staff Biographies (Continued)
Carol Harris - Vocal & Orchestral Director

For the past 30 years Carol has been involved both on the 
stage and behind the scenes in SVCT productions as well 
as performing with City Lights, Center Stage, Odyssey 
Theater, Limelight Actors Theater and Pintello Comedy 
Theater. She has won SVCT recognition for acting, direct-
ing, music directing, set design, costume design, and scenic 
painting, and  is a former  President of  the SVCT Board of  
Directors. When not working on theater business, this retired teacher keeps 
busy serving as the President of  the Gilroy Arts Alliance, teaching piano,

creating jewelry, pursuing a 
music ministry at St. Mary 
Church, traveling with her hus-
band, Dave, and singing happy 
songs with her grandson, Sam. 

Working with Andrew and the 
cast of  Little Women as been a 
joyful experience for Carol and 
she hopes that they will all be 
her “friends forever!”  She also 
wishes to thank the talented 
orchestra musicians for sharing 
their time and talents to make 
this beautiful music soar.

 
Jessica Damron  - Choreographer

Jessica is a part time student at Gavilan College. She 
and her family have been involved with SVCT for many 
years. Jessica has always enjoyed dance, has previously 
choreographed Miracle on 34th Street for SVCT, and is 
excited to be choreographing this wonderful show. She 
would like to thank her mom, Joy Reynolds, for 
encouraging her to do this.



South Valley Civic Theatre Members

Benefactor
Jake Anderson      Mary Beth & Jeff  Anderson      Martin Baccaglio

Don & Karen Christopher      Robert & Ginny Christopher
Wayne & Beth Dewey      Richard & Diana Kaiser

Sponsor
   Barham family     Galloway family    Bill & Ruby Hart     Kevin Heath & Alan Obata    

Jill & Kevin Kirk      Scott Lynch      Phil & Jeannie McGinnis

Patron
Glynis Grabb    Janet Espinosa    Johanna Gil    Mandel family    Bruce & Ann Pember   

Barbara & Chuck Smith    Larry & Patti Warren     Kel & Vici Whisner

Family
Lauren Anderson   Barnes family    Steve Beck   Bedard family   Benitez family   

Bezanson family   Joseph Biafore Jr.   Borgia family   Theresa Bradshaw   
Ross Bryan   Calisi family   Carrillo family   Colbert family   Jon Cross   

Cummings family   Doughty family   Drayton family   Evans family   
Matt & Chris Eves   John & Susan Fletcher   Foster family   Foster family   

Rebecca & Javier Garcia   Goller family   Gomes family   Scott & Leah Gregg   
Griffin family   Harvey & June Hammer   Dave & Maureen Haney   

Steve & Amelia Hatcher   Dennis Heinz   Bill & Kris Heiser   Hernandez family   
Rob & Tina Ingenthron   Kaelin family   Trish & Eve Keder   Janie & Roger Knopf

Kogan family   Jonathan & Jan Lance   Lasky family   Earl & Janie Liebich   
Lincoln family   Linda & David Matuszak   David & Jeannie McCoy   McElroy family   
Nancy & Hank Miller   Miller family   Prashast Mishra   Kathy Nellis   Owens family   

Cambria Pace   James Pearson    Anna Perez-Villafranca   Quijano family   
John & Carolyn Robinson   Schriefer family   Tom & Teri Shipe   

Babette & Jake Smith   Snook/Hurtado family   Mike & Terry Sodergren   
Renee Erkson & Susan Yamashita   John & Rose Tom   Mary Trimble   

Vinkhuyzen family   Jeff  & Amy Wagner   Walling family   Paul & Christine Wheeler   
James & Roxanne Woodmansee   Anne & Jian Zhang

Individual
Sandra Aranda   Robert Brown   Christopher Davis   Rosalind Farotte   Richard Flynn   

Alexandra Hannon   Patricia Hannon   Carol Harris   Jenna Hernandez   
Bob Jacobson   Kaya Jones   Valarie Martin   Sierra McKenna   Danelle Moore   

Vicki Murray   Michael O. Shay   Trudy Parks   Ken Powell   John Rachuy   
Rebecca Reynolds   Judy Schuster   Charlotte Self    Shelby Shutt   Chris Souza   

Laura Spyropoulos   Theresa Stephenson   Bill Tindall   Kathy Tom   Larry Tom   
Tracy van Gundy   Amanda & Austin Vandecovering   Denise Weyl   Marian Wolf  



The Tradition of the Gypsy Robe

Each SVCT production awards the “Gypsy Robe” to a chorus member who 
has made special contributions of time and energy towards the good of 
the show. The robe is presented to the recipient on opening night; the cast 
member puts on the robe and blesses the stage before the performance. 
It is then the duty of the recipient to affix to the robe a patch that signifies 
the show.  The Gypsy Robe is then returned closing night to perform its 
duty for another show and carry on the tradition.

The producer of Little Women is pleased
to present the Gypsy Robe to:

Bob Brown



 



 




